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HERE ’S  HOW TO  SHARE HERE ’S  HOW TO  SHARE
Bicycling in San Francisco is growing in popularity – help 
keep the city’s streets safe, healthy, and happy by paying 
attention to a few basics for sharing the road:
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Avoid the “right hook” 
(bike & car right-turn crash)
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Bicycle riders:  Merge behind cars at in-
tersections, not beside – don’t get caught 
in the pinch.
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Drivers:  Watch for bicycles to your right 
when turning right (and take care when 
passing).
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Bicycle riders: Take the lane, outside of 
the door zone – you’re much safer riding 
predictably out in the traffic lane than 
close to car doors that could open.
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Drivers: Look twice before you open a 
door into traffic on either side of your 
car, it’s your legal responsibility.
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Avoid “dooring” 
(bike & car door crash)
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Signal your turns Signal your turns
Let everyone know where you’re going, don’t make them 
guess – use your hand or your turn signal.
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Always yield to pedestrians Always yield to pedestrians
Especially at crosswalks, especially when turning. Especially at crosswalks, especially when turning.
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	 •	Red means STOP – don’t bully your way through, 
		  give way and wait your turn – “first come, first served”.
 
	 •	Always yield to pedestrians, especially at crosswalks, 		
		  especially when turning.

	 •	Pay attention when passing bicycles – leave room
		  (at least three feet) and merge safely after you’re past.
	
	 •	Stay off the sidewalk – don’t ride your bicycle 			
		  there – don’t park your car there.
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DON’T BE A RIGHT-OF-WAY THIEF DON’T BE A RIGHT-OF-WAY THIEF
Wait your turn or get a ticket! Wait your turn or get a ticket!
Pushy, dangerous behavior on the  
street is rude and illegal, whether  
you’re driving a car or riding a bike.  
Slow down, pay attention and take  
your turn.  STOP and YIELD 
when you’re supposed to and you’ll 
not only keep things safer on the 
streets, you’ll avoid getting a ticket.
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Don’t steal someone else’s turn! Don’t steal someone else’s turn!

Showing respect is always a good idea, especially on the 
street. Give way as appropriate – it might keep someone 
from getting hurt, and it might keep you from getting a 
ticket.
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